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then be obscured. 1t had no ,, , n s. 
It seemed to have ;m ppe.,. ri . 
and a lowe de k a 1d w � i illy 
lighted inside. We saw no 'o ·cu­
pants. 

. . 
ATLANTA, July i4 (�:-�.'Ci came nearer to us, within bett�r Passenger Awake 

Eas�rn "Airline p!lot said �Y -g pight, its fusilage appeared to be "0! the 20 passengers on board, 
a wingless two-de<•k' .._: e . earlf. bout 100 feet in length and about Childs said only one was awa ·e 
t da , soul.h�es.t of �fo tgom • , four times the circumference of a and saw the other ship. He gave 
.>\la. They said• e_ 11ra!lge ship, B-29 fusilage. this passenger's name as' G. L. 'Ic-
-shootin redJlame:pn w1th.a.lll,ue. . __ Kelvie, Henelton Pike, Columb s, 
g]cr.•1 • \tndeftleatn e,,, UB1lafe, Sh ,� Fl • 0. 
pused £he E. ,f,,_.· 1.. hlji · _ 5000 oo.., a.me · (The _Unit�d Press'.. r�ported t.h.nt 
;., t �headed toward ew �leans. "lt had two rows of square win• McKelv1e said he" saw a flash. o 

ThE. � pilot . aid, .e 1st,:-anger dows, an upper and a lower. Out of �gbt "but no space ship" at th 
,!coked ll!te ,-a:·�w: , }!t-gers_;t"O�ket the r�ar of the ship red flames were time.) . . . • 

' Ji>,- 1'f:re·;p·U�ti---�"t C: 6. Childs, shootmg 25 to 50 teet. and there was (McKelv1e, assistant manager of 
:.r ,.t·.,c:>-pi o ,-..J., ·:S • .,,,.Whitted-:- •ere a blue �low underneath th.e tuselaie. the American Education Press, 

1 ing the Houston-fo-Atlanb-to- The ship appeared to be' ao· be• Cplumbus, was wide awak,, on a 
ston nm. They Jett Houston at tween 500 and 700 mile� an ho\lr, .fli�\'from _Guatemala at 2:45 o'clock 

8:30 p. m. CC. S. T.) last night. This heading toward New Orl ans. _". 1�1s - 1normng when be saw the 
morning at 2:45 'o'clock 20 miles "When it got alongside o! u� :it 1 'hU, 
southwest o! Montgomery they pulled up with a iremer.'dous b ...rst l 1'1 did !)OI see any form of a· ship 
sighted the strange ship. o! flame out of the rear: Then t."le · s the light streaked up in o the 

"It was in line almost with our ship disappeared into the· br kc, doud.:,: he· continued. •'But then, 
flight,'' Capt. Childs said. "We clouds. The moon was sbinil1'g �- I'm �ot very well versed in aero­
veered off to the left and this ob- termittently and the ship• could be autics, and certainly was not look-
ject turned to its· le!t. When it seen for a few seconds and uld n !or any space shi�·• 

The EAL ship we1.1 on from At-
1 ta to Boston today on its re ular 

. ·. '::: ::� .. i 

• 

. �--. A'l' SANTA MONICA, Cali!., Gen 
.(Jorge C. Kenney, chief of the 
tta �glc Air Command. said "the 

· l'i:it. hasn't anything like t." 
'I;�h we did," he told 1nter-

l fow_en. "I· would sure like to 
s e Jt" 

I Bo�. pilots live i� Atlanta ·a1;d 
both served in the Army Air Corps 
as fighter pilots during the war 
Childs, a native of Knoxville, Tenn.: 
has been with the · Eastern nine 

cars, and Whitted, of ham 
N. C., has been with the company 
wo years. 
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Atlanta (Ga.) Journal, Sunday, July 25, 1948 p. 1:

SKY 'D[Vll-SHIP' SCARES PILOTS: AIR CHIEF IAJ!SHES HE HAD ONE 
Plane MakBrs Dubious About Alabama 'Thing• 
By William Key (Inclujes photo of Chile� & Whitted) 

What was that 11 Thing" that scared the daylights out of two
Atlanta Eastern Airlines �ilots in the spoo�y hours Saturday (7/24)
rnorninq?

ls there some stratospheri� Loch Ness, fire-breathing monster
on the Milky Way run between Atlanta and New Orleans?

The oilots, Captain C. s. C�iles, of Atlanta, and Co-Pilot
J. B. Whitted, of Hapeville, would like to know. aig airplane
manufacturers also are curious, but slightly dubious.

Pilots Chiles and IAJhitted told their thrilling story u�on
arrivin9 hPre Saturday on the Houston-Atlanta-8oston run. Here
i� what th�y say they saw near Atlanta:

A qigantic plane withowt winJs, tlack � n ainst . h e night
!';ky, streakiriq throucih the hP.�vens a 5,000 foot ?.l i ·1cfo witt-,
a fiery comet's tail 25 to 50 fePt in length,

It. harl a l00•foot fuselage, an urns about fou:- times t.. e
circumferPnC8 of a 3-29 1 s, and hA� two row of hrilliently
lighte rl squ,�re windows. CrP.epinst of all, it was ::i l'eritablr�
1- vi ,, ·..: Du":::: h ,,.3 n o t re S k i I? s • r: . r y a J. i .., i. n, so tJ 1 UJ a s seer on
�Dnr"'.

Continuous L.ir;t->t 

Th 0 pilots �dmitted they ha� goose pimpl�s ri�ing pic�-A­
back on qoose pi�ples. What's more, they said one o f their 2n 
passenQfHS -- C. L. IYlcKelvie, of Columbus, uhio -- V!as awake and 
saw thn sa�e thinq. 

�eoorters n�iled mr. �cKelvie at Kennett Square, Pa, How 
about it. they asked him -- had he seen what the Atl2nta ilo s 
sai.ri he Sa�? 

WGll, row, said �r. mcKelvie, not exactly. He said he s2w 
a "contunuous light s;Jeed past" his window. 

11 :3 u t , 11 a d d e rl [Y: r • !Yi c K e l I/ i e • 11 1 ' rn nu t ,, e r y w e l 1 v e r s e :J i n ?. �1 r !.1 -

nautics and certainly 1 wasn 1 t looking for any 8u�K �ocer's s□ ��8

shi;:i. 11 

(The rest of this most unsatisfactory local interview with 
the witnesses is given over to useless co�mentary by various 
p e r so n s : r:; e n e r a l. Ce o r q e IV1 • Ken n e y , at Sa n ta !fl on i c a , Ca l i f : 11 T 
u.1ish we had one • • •  11; ltill.ial'Tl IYI. All(?), president of ancinq 
Corp. in Seattle: "Sure it isn't one of our planes"; an� r;tatti­
me�ts from the Air rorce in �ashington, the weather cureau at 
:V1 on t go me r y , a r, d o f f i c e r s a t :11 a x we 11 r i e 1 d 1 A 1 a b a ma • i\J c, n e o f t he rn 
v0 ry usef:Jl,) 

T:3/LCC 

- ''--•--



-

'\)UL'( 2..4

Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, Sunrlay, July 25, 1948 

COLUMBUS MAN TELLS or SEEING BRILLIANT FLASH 

7 24 48 ,41

p. 1:

"I saw a brilliant flash of cherry red fire streak across 
the sky. • • but I saw no shape or form." 

That was the report of Clarence L. mcKelvie, 85 Mamilton 
Park, a r,assenger on the Eastern Airlines p)ane which an­

countered what its pilots described as a "strange aircraft.'' 
mr. McKelvie, assistant managinq editor of the American 

fducational (Educationer•s?--sorry, my notes were abbreviated--T3) 
Press, had been in Guatamala and was returning to the states. 
Reached by telephone Saturday at Kennett Square, Pa., where he 
is visiting his mother, he said he was puzzled by the experience. 

11we left New Orleans Friday night," he said, "and were not 
qµite to Atlanta at the time. It was a brilliant moonlit night, 
with some scattered clouds. I was not sleeping, but was watching 
the brilliance of the ni"ht. I was on the right sidR of the 
rl�ne, and surl�enly saw this strange, eerie streak outside my 
wi�dow, It was vAry intense • •  ,not like lightning or a�yt�inc 
I ha� e 1 1r>: sr-:ien. 

"1 cuuJ.d '�iscnrr. nothin-. in the way of i::l defir.itR shape or 
Pl� r .,, , ·, , 1 �� J v1 a s s ,, st. a !' t e d t ha t ! co u l d n n t n e t my e yr- s a r1 j u s -
+-r��� to i� '.,� for� it u 12s rJlH'.8,

" r.e: ;:1ilnt. ., zzen car th<J st'?ward ani.1 :.18k8 1-1 r.irn i• anyf'r'lP. 
h�· been a�ake. Told that ! was, the pilot came bac� a�d ask�� 
r.i"! ·hat 1 sa!JJ and entere::l it on his log,

"He told 'Tie u1hc1t he. and the CD-:Jilot s�w anr. 11•hile I dn not
know how �uch validity to give it, I do kno� it was a strange 
thing, and they were in much better position and had a bAtter 
ana longer opportunity to observe it. They were much concern8d 
about .it." 

(Sa�e source, under lengthy end detail UP dateline, giv8s 
account of the fastRrn Airline report,) 

TB/LDC 
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From Herald-Tribune, Sunday, July 25, 1948 

Flame Shooting Wingless Plane Reported Met in Alabama. Skies 

Atlanta, July 24 (AP)-- Two &a.stern Air Lines pilots said they met a two-deck 
plane early today ·southwest of lfontgomery, Ala. They said the strange ship, shooting 
red flames and with a blue glow underneath the fueela e, passed the E.A.L. ship at 
5,000 feet headed toward New Orleans. The pilots said the stranger looked like a· 
"Buck F:ogers I rocket ship. 11 

The two pilots - Captain C.S. Childs (sic) and �o-pilot J.B. Whitted - were 
flying the Houston-to-Atlanta-to-3oston run. T ey left Houston, Tex., at 8:_30 o 1 

Slock last night. They sighted the strange craft at 2:45 o'clock this mornin6 20 
miles southwest of lfontgomery. 

After reaching Atlanta at ):49 a.rn. they told of their str�nge experiences. 
Captain Childs said they first sighted the object up ahead when nearing Hontgomery. 

11 It v,as in line almost with our flight," he said. "\'le veered off to the left 
and this object turned to its left. When it came nearer to us, within better sight, 
its fuselaie appeared to be about 100 feet in length and about four times the circ-

[ 

- u�ference of a B-28 (sic) fus�lage. 

-

"It had two rows of windows, an upper and a lower. Out of the rear of the ship 
red flames were shooting 25 to 50 feet. The ship appeared to be doing betwwen __ _ 
and 700 mi�es an hour, heading toward .. ew Orleans. 

11 rnen it got alongside o.f us it pulled up with a tremendous burst of e�ac:i: flame 
out of the rear. The flames were so bright they :,linded us for a second. T'aen the 
ship disappeared into the broken clouds. The moon was shining intermittently and the 
ship could be seen for a fe,-1 seconds and would then be obscurred. It see ed to have 
an upper and a lower deck and was fully lighted inside. We saw no occupants. 11 

Of the twenty passengers, Captain Childs said only one was awake and saw the other 
ship/ 
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��ehington (D.C,) T1�e,-Rerald, Monday, Jul1 26, 1948 - P• ,a 

T O PlLOl'S INSIST 1SKY MONS'NR' lS Y.AN-Jt\DE CRAFT 

�tlanta, Oa,, July 25 {UP) - (Rooap ot th9 Chilee and Whitted 
eightin 7/24 near V�ntgomery, Alabama-see elsewhere tor th1e--ra) • 

• • • 0th wbi tt.ed and Ohilee aa!d they tall...�d to another Eaotern
Airl1n a crew, which reportedly e w •streak• or light1 11k• the one 
reported by paHt1nger J.icKelvi•• 

Whitted 11aid the other orEtW"mml were aboard a flight eoutbbcmnd 
froo ·: ehington when th"Y saw the 1tt"ea.l.ce at a gr�uter d1 stance, b&­
t�oon Sl.aokstone, Vir�inia and Raleigh, North Carolina, 

ey oh ckod the time, he {�bitted) aa1d, and the·othar or•v 
eaw ta etreake at 2:40 &.m, (!astern Timetl), Chile• and Whitted 
eaw t �ir monster at 21�5 a,m, (Eastern or Oentralt,) 

(lloh by TB t Thees two p1Jio�• may be Capt. Lou P'eldvary and 
oo-pilot A. J. Egger, ae mentionAin the N.Y. Rerald-Trib1.13e , 7/26J 
ho"'8vGr, there wae a eecond £antern Airline■ plan• in the vioin1ty 
of \\'aeh1ngton, D.O., who aleo ee.w eometbing, but the pi lote do not 
eeem to have been ident1Ned by name in any publiehed aco�unte l've 
ooms aero 88 10 tar.) 

1'3/wC 

VA-. 

�i 



Aupna {Oa.) 9'rMltlt, ._.q• Jll17 16t 19'11 - •• It 

IIDftRIOtll 'PLAII' RIJIIORTID llQlflD II Jl)Rfll 4WUl!A 

'l 24 48 6,4. 

Pini ,.,. .. , la ,._ Aue•'- .,... et 1111 ••• ba.Sq .... ,o ... 
\blaa n_.ltq \be 1wla1len -,,ne17 pl ... 1 

... lu, lli&II' fnll 
lonta Aupeta. 

Jira. J. 1, X..1, • •1 .. rtT n•t•eat et ,io o�.i Leite .,.., 
lerlla l.upe\a, \eH Ml° Ml---r■ \UN •Q• ... (7 t.1,) .a.Ill ... tq 

· • ..... _,.. alrpl ... vhl P -,,-an• \e baw a •••l• hell ... , o• 
en to, ot tbt ethn', wi\b ftn 1bn'1q o\R ot ,,_ ,..,.. 

0.. ot ti. •lpHr• oalled The Obnaiel• lu\ at111t •-nu ..
\bat be bd slMD Mr1. K•l' 1 •'-17 Ut\le tuuoat aUl neHa1 la• 
•ay •l'lllq' • paper <•••erllttq \be Obtl•• '- Wbltw• npor\ ot 7/2�).

Mn. leel ••• n,orte• lan al1bl \o N rial\bc 1.a M1nlel,a _. 
wa1 aot a•allabl• tor N•mt. 

f• • : 
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Atlanta Constitution, Monday, July 26, 1948 

Hunters Abet Story of Wingless Craft 

Seen J�ly 24, ca. 3 am 

A flame-shooting, wingless mystery aircraft reported. seen by 
two Eastern AirLinel pilots Saturday morning was linked yesterday 
with a s t'range sight observed in the sky about the same time by two 
Atlantans who were fox-hunting near Covington. 

J. V. Morris, of 1092 Wyley Street, S.E., said he and a friend,
Lindsay Fall, of 1309 Metropolitan Avenue, S.E., were fox-hunting 
around Snapping Shoals on the Yellow River about 3 a.�. Saturday when 
they saw "an unusually bright llght -- as br 1 !�ht as a room,'' which 
appeared to be speeding westward. Morris said it was gone in a few 
seconds. 

The time coincided with the hour the Eastern Air Line pilots 
reported see in.� the ''Buck Rogers-like" craft. They reported seeing 
it at 2:45 a.m. 

( F'r om same i te m) Seen a�ound miinight(est.), July 22-2: 

Indianapolis -- An Inrl.ianapolis housewife reported that she Rnd 
her son anrl. <iaushter s,:iw e similar flame-spurting aircraft Thursday 
night (July 22-23) more than 24 hours before it was seen by the two 
E.A.L. pilots. She described it as R ball of fire which shot two 
jets of flAme <iownward at rtg'1l-1•-. !ntet'vals. She sn-td she w-=itch..Arl ·• t 
for �hrae �i�utes. 
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1'ell Of Sky ;.:onster '.?'roCT �;.Y. Herald I'ribune, I-:onday, July 26, 1948) 

Atlanta, July 25 (UP)-- l'\,10 Eastern Air Lines nilots who reported seein[; a huge 

fla::1e shooting s'<y monst er nea::: :-:ont.cor2er�,, Ala., yest erday, naintained that what they 
sa\·r was a 111:!lan-:::ade r,adzet. 11 Captain ...,. S. '.;hiles of Atlanta, and co-pilot John 
Whitted, of Hapeville, Ga., said the·_, saw the huge ship, a wingless affair four times 
circw::-.ference o.:.' a 3-2s> fusela_-e, durin_ an 2:.A.L. fli;=:ht fro:: Houston, Texas, early 
yesterday. 

In :�e,-1 York, :::aptain Lou :-eldvary, pilot o� an::,t�!er 2:.A. L. lane, said he and '.is 
co-pilot, A. J. !3:g�er, had seen Hhat a--peared to be a roc'.-:et trail goin£ ver:.r fast 
along the horizon in a southwesterl:r direction. Ca. tain ?eldvary so.id visibilit-y was 
excellent. He said H.� his co-pilot was a �·:avy veteran and a roc:-::et expert but 
ha never seen anything si,.:.il ar to t�e ':r" il. 

Pilot After ?ictures of "Space Ship" (Fro,· .. San ?'rancisco Chronicle, ::onday, July 26) 

•Atla:1ta, July 25 ( U?)-- (::-.ehash of sightinz details; �hiles to carry ca:�era in
future, etc. etc.) 

••• 1:'v!O other ::.A.L. crews repo!·tedl:r saw "s�1·ea;�s o:' li.:::1t 11 like the one re::;o;:�ed
b�· Fas::ien�er :.:c .. elvie 3aturda�, :ornir.:-, but sc.i.d nothin,; because tl,e :'our flyers didn't 
ex!)ect an• one to believe ther1. ":1� ·.-:as near 3lackstone, Va.; t11e other south of 
'i.'ashin,r-�on J. J., a:-i.:: ��'_,e 11.s:rea"-:s n rJ· -=�ted.l� "' ;:tssed t}:e· .. at I':) �r:r�:iier1:)J..e , :s�ance, 
11':}a'::i!l:- :!.:1 t···e s�.:�e £;'J1..J.:! �.-1s-:-: 1-:0rl· ... '1.ir�� .1- .-"-r a"' '-: P. n .. �0y-, --•-'- ,::)-... rr ••=:r. Ji•-'-.=. 

u • � • .., " ' .,,, • � 4 ;:. • ..,.. l J. •_, '. V V � e� i 1 ._. S • 

., •• - -- • ..... --•--·---�- - • - - -- .• - -� -· ·---- - .• --- ---- - .....:+t--
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Atlanta Constitution, Tuesday, July 27, 1948 

Mysterious 'Ball of Fire' Trailing Tail of Flame Sighted Over Atlanta 

A mysterious "ball of fire" trailing a short tail of flame was 
reported seen in two (or Jilill••ael!y three--TRB) appearances over Atlanta 
last n1ght (July 26). f1036tt,/� 

The strange apparition, observed by 15 different persons in dif­
ferent sections of the city, was seen first shortly before 8 p.m., 
(at about 9 p.m.,) and again at 9:45 p.m. 

And at the same time (which time?), an unidentified flame-1-tke 
object was st�hted over Augusta by numerous residents of that city, 
includin6 newsmen. 

In Virginia, two E.A.L. pilots (not Chiles & Whitted) and C.A.A. 
radio stat-ton operators at Lynchba.rg, Pulaski and Roanoke reported 
what they described as a falltng meteor, seen in the southern skies 
about 9:45 p.m. last night. Dozens of telephone calls were received 
by the C.A.A. and radio and newspapers about the object, described as 
a bri6ht blue ltght. 

MeAnwhile, observers in Atlanta reported seeing the flying "blob 
of ll.ght'' moving across the sky near tho horizon. The ltr�ht mass 
apparently w�s traveling in a 1eneral west-to-east direct!on. 

r:c one could oistinguish any definl te form to the ''fireball." 
Most witnesses described it as a small mass of light w5thout shape. 

An attendant at the Atlanta Naval Air Station reported he saw 
the apparition twice. He said he first saw it about 9 p.m

L 
near 

Stone Mountain. The operatm•, who asked that his name not be used, 
said he tho'.1ght ''it was a falling star" until it started climbtng and 
banked sharply to turn away from the City. 

He said the ''bluish streak of light" was traveling very fast 
and very high. He added it did not look ltke any jet plane he has 
seen in night flight. He said he saw the same bluish light about 
45 minutes later. 

At the sa.11e time (proba.bly 9:45 p.m.) , Miss Betty Stricldci.nd, 
of 130 Pecan :)rive, L11kewood Heigh ts, reported seeing a ''big 1 t::_;h t 
bulb with a tail of red fire" outside her window. � 

''I was brushin"' my hair," she said, when the stran3e light passe 
over the tree tops. �Jt didn't seem to be very far away,'' she added. 

Mr. !-· Mrs. Bo Carroll, of Doraville, reported seeing a "big -
ball of fire with a red tall" as they were driving toward their home. 
(Probably at 9:45, same as Strickland sighting--TRB). Carroll said 
the fireball appeared out of the northwest and, moving close to the 
horizon, travelled more than JO degrees across the sky. He said the 
li�ht dls4ppenred behind the horizon. 

Close by, at Chamblee, Harold Shaw and five others reported 
seeing what Shaw described as a ''green light with a short tail. I 
don't know how far away it was nor how large it was, but it moved 
across the sky rapidly," he said. It was absolutely silent. The fiv 
other observers were Shaw's w�re, Mrs. Robert Sebring, Mrs. Jeanne Hi 
Mrs. Myrtle Renfroe anrl Mrs. John Gail. All agreed that the ''object'' 

'"' ,, ,.,.,...,, PY'I A �d VP.T' 't. i
II 



-

-

l Atlanta Constitution, Tuesday, Ju y 27, 1948 (continued)
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7 24 48 

And in the downtown section, Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Sellers, 
driving south on Spring Street, near the business district, reported 
seeing a "reddish-white ball of fire about the size of a cantaloupe 

II with � tail on rt. Mrs. Sellers said the light appeared from the 
west and moved across the sky at low level. It would disappear behind 
a large building, then reappear seconds later. She said it was movin� 
pretty fast. 

Forecasters at the Weather Bureau said they had received several 
calls, but reported seeing nothing. The U.S. Weather Bureau in Augusta 
was flooded with calls. 

About a dozen persons callen the Augusta Chronicle to report 
seeing the object there -- described as a streak 0f 11ght, a ball of 
fire, and a rocket ship. City Editor John Battle looked out of the 
window ann spotted the object himself, showins it to other members of 
the staff. 

( Note by ·rRB: There was have actually been only two appearances, 
since the 8 o'clock & 9 o'clock report may actually refer only to the 
report of observer at the Naval Air Station; one or the other of 
these two alternatives may be a typo, or a difference in Stand�rd 
time and Daylight time. Perhaps the Station operated on DA�rlight 
time, while the town -ttself was un-4er St1:1ndard time, or vice versa.) 

Atl�nta Co�titution, Wednesday, July 28, 1948 

Strange Things Ride City's Airways 

Weird visitors were in the air over Atlanta again last night. 
Dozens of Atlantans described to the Constitution the ''objects" they 
saw. One caller described a ''jet dirigible" which hun� over the south­
ern section of the city. A burnin� plane which failed to fall was seen 
by another. Planes trailing long blue flames were seen by others. 
''Balls of fire" were present. A 12-year-old saw a flame in the sky 
that "looked like a man rid1.rn; a horse.'' 

One explanation, which most callers disputed, was LRkewood 
Park's giant searchlight. The flash of the eiant light on the clouds 
turned them into weird shapes. But only the "ball of fire" ed.itor 
seemed to hold to this theory. 

"No, that's not lt," said the excited young lady who called. 
"I know a burning airplane when T see one and it's up there right 
now -- burning, but not falling." 
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It was 2: 45 early one July m�·ing in 
1948. An Eastern Airlines DC-3 piloted 
by C�pt. Clarence Shipe Chiles and co­
piloted by John B. Whitted, was tooling 
along at 5,000 feet about 20 miles south­
west of Montgomery, Ala., en route from 
Houston to New York. 

The moon was bright and there were 
,;rc1tkred light clouds. Thunderstorms 
had been reported en route and Chiles 
and Whitted were watching faint flashes 
of lightning way up ahead. 

"We had our eyes focused on the point 
from which the thing came," Chiles told 
Louis Blackburn. of the Houston Press. 
'·From the right and slightly above us -
came a bright glow and the long rocket­
like ship took form in the distance. 

"'It's a jet job,' I said to Whitted. 
"Then it grew larger and pulled up 

alongside. It appeared to be about 100 

feet long with a huge fuselage three 
times as large as that of a B-29. 

'· 'It's too big for a jet, but what the
devil is it?' said Whitted. 

"There were two rows of windows and 
it appeared definitely to be a two-decker. 
Tiu· lights from the side were a ghastly 
\\hilt'. like the glow of a gas light-the 
wh11e�t we'd ever seen. 

"'Ther,, was a long shaft on the ship's 
nus(• that looked like it might hnve been 
pn, I ,,r I adar controls. The ship acted 
th:.t w;iy too, for ju�I after ii pulled 
;,lnngs1dl' u, it whipped <.juickly upward 
.ii :1 \'erv sharp .. ,nglc." 

11 .. 111 c'l"aft vcered to 1h1·ir n·�p,•r·tive 
!..ft The m�·�Lery ,hip p.,,svd :il,out 700 ' 
f,.,., tu thf' right and «ho\·e the airlim·r. 
··Then . ..is if the pilot h.id S<'l'I\ u� anrl
wanted to ;ivoid u,,, it pulled up with a
lr,•n1,•11<Jnus burst uf Ilana- fro,n lhv rear
and 21,omed intu the clouds, its prop 
wash ur jct wash roe-king our DC-:l ... 

The wingless crafl l!:Jl·e !ht' imprc·ssion 
of having a pilot's cabin at the front of a 
cii;ar-shaped fu�cl .. ge. The cabin was 
brightly lighted but thP fuselage itself 
approximated tht> brilliance of a mag­
nesium flare. 

"We saw no occupants." Chiles said. 
"'From the side of the ,-raft cnme an in­
tense, fairly dark hlue glow that ran the 
entire length of the fuselage, like a blue 
fluorescent factory light. The exhaust 
was a red-orange flame. with a lighter
color predominant around the outer 
edges." 

Both Chiles and Whitted agreed that 
the exhaust flame extended 30 to 50 feet 
behind the object and became deeper in 
intensity as the craft pulled up into a 
cloud. They estimated its speed as being 
about 1�1 faster than ordinary jets-that 
is, 700 to 900 m.p.h. 

Immediately after the ship disappeared, 
Chiles turned the controls over to Whit­
ted and rushed into the cabin to find out 
if any passengers had seen the object 
He found all the passenl?ers asleep ex­
cept C. L. McKelvie of Columbus, 0.

"I remembered saying to myself 'That'•

the queerest lightning I've ever seen,' 
and I pressed closer to the window to see 
it," McKelvie said. "I was amazed at the 
brilliance of the flash of light." 

McKelvie realized it was not lightning 
when the "light" flashed past, in ,m un­
broken line to dis11ppear in a cloud. "It 
was much redder in color thnn light­
ning," McKelvie said. He did not. how­
ever, sec ;my form of a ship . 

The light from the object was so bril­
liant, indeed, that it caused ''lightning 
blindness" to both pilots. They had to 
tum up their cockpit lights to read the 
instruments. 

CAPT. C. S. CHILES 

The ,♦range object 
seen by Eastern Air­
line, C • p I. Chiles 
i, the only one re­
poded by airline pi­
lots thAI had the tra­
d:tional rocl�• ,hape_ 
and •pp e •red to 
ha,e jet e1haus♦. 
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