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“Buck Rogé;

#:

Passes 2 Airline Pilots

ATLANTA, July: 24 (AD)—Tw8.came nearer to Us, within better

Eastern Airline pilo's sald fhey &=t
a wingless two-decic , plalie  ear
todap., southwest cof Mortgomer¥;

ike Plane

rs-
A

sight, its fusilage appeared to be
Labout 100 feet in length and about
four times the circumference of a

then be obscured. It had no

It seemed to have an uppe eck
and a lower deck and was fully
lighted inside. We saw no occu-
pants. ’

Passenger Awake

“Of the 20 passengers on board,
Childs said only one was awake
and saw the other ship. He gave
this passenger’'s name as G. L. lIc-

AL A RMAY M T

5 3 1 hip,
{:..Pm' Hiey said g rongepety Kelvie, Henelton Pike, Columbuis,

hooting red_flames antl with 2 hlue;
i Zlow "'ilnd‘é'!gié.‘itu “ieusitage,
passed the E. A“T. ship at. 5000
feet “headed@ teward New_ Orleans.
The = pilots said Mhe ystranger
#{coked likxe 8 ~Buck Regers xocket
sl#p2 The pilots—~Capl. C. S, Childs,

j L8 copilos. [B. Whitted—were
fiying the Houston-to-Atlanta-to-
Foston run. They left Houston at
8:30 p. m. (C. S. T.) last night. This
morning at 2:45 ‘o'clock 20 miles
southwest of Montgomery they

B-29 fusilage.

L

Shoots Flame

“1t had two rows of square win-
dows, an upper and a lower. Out of
the rear of the ship red flames were
shooting 25 to 50 feet, and there was
a blue glow underneath tke fuselage.
The ship appeared to be’ doinz be-
tween 500 and 700 miles ar hour,
heading toward New Orlgans. | U

“When it got alongside of us At!liht.; ;
pulled up with a tremerdous burst| “I did not see any form of a‘ship
sighted the strange ship. of flame out of the rear. Then theids the light streaked up_into the

“]{ was in line almost with our|ship disappeared into the brokcfgit'oud,” he' continued. “But then,
flight,” Capt. Childs said. “We|clouds. The moon was shiniig Ir={I'm fot very well versed in aero-
veered off to the left and this ob-|termittently and the ship- could yg}::autxcs, and certainly was not look-

i it few seconds and mrcld fing for any space ship.”
ject turned to its' left.. When itiseen for a few l*‘ '*i'he e A o from AL

lanta 10 Boston today on its regular

run...
| ux’l‘ SANTA MONICA, Calif.,, Gen

(The United Press. reported that
McKelvie said he saw a flash ol
light “but no space ship” at the
time.)

(McKelvie, assistant manager of
the American Education Press,
Cglumbus. was wide awake on a
flightfrom Guatemala at 2:45 o’clock
1his “morning when he saw the

i+ Gitorge C. Kenney, chief of the
Stfategic Air Command, said “the
Army-hasn't anything like that."
viewers. “I' would sure like to
Hloes. poper [Pt
both served in the Army Air Corps
jas fighter pilots during the war.
o has been with the Eastern nine
- |¥ecars, and Whitted, of Durham,
N. C., has been with the company

“f-wish we did.” he told inter-
! Both  pilots live in Atlanta ar;d
7/2‘//43 : .
{Childs, a native of Knoxville, Tenn.,
two years. ‘

Could Be Balloon

At Montgomery, Maxwell and
§ Dannelly Army fields said they

(knew nothing about the repart.
iThe Civil Aeronautics Administra-
{tion at New Orleans said it had no
ireport on the incident.
|..(The United Press reported that in
Washington, the Air Force suggested
that the pilots may have seen an air
radar weather observation balloon
which has. a square, iinfoil box
ifastened to The box reflects
light and gives strange illusions as
it _éwxsts and turns, the Air Force
said, : v

(In Montgomery, the Weather Bu-
reau reported that such balloons, of
10-foot diameter, were sent up every
six hours from mm Field. But
an observer said ®he didn’t think
the bx'a'lloon “could possibly be mis-
taken” for ‘such an aircraft as de-
scribed by the pilots.

(The United Press also reported |
that William M. Allen, president of
ithe Boeing Airplane Co. ssid he
iknew of no aircraft under construe-
tion in this country similar to the
ione which the pilots said they met
iin flight.

. (He said he was ‘preity sure” that
jine giant aircraft was *not one of
iour planes.” v
| (Allen said he believed the myst-|-
fery craft was a “missle of some

rt.” He said Boeigg “techticians
are experimenting with guided mis-
isles in Wew Mexico, but that they

cre not &3 Lirge as a8 plane snd

would not be seen in Alsbamaj *
i - ..‘J;ﬂ
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Atlanta (Ga,) Journal, Sunday, July 25, 1948 Pe 1t

SKY 'DEVIL-SHIF' SCARES PILOTS: AIR CHIEF wWISHES HE HAD QOAE
Plane Makers Dubious About Alabama 'Thing®
By william Key (Includes photo of Chiles & whitted)

wWhat was that "ThinqQ" tha* scared the daylights out of two
htlanta fastern Airlines Hilots in the spooky hours Saturday (7/24)
morning?

Is there some stratospheric Loch Ness, fire-treathing muonster
on the Mmilky Wway run between Atlanta and New (rleans?

Tre pilots, Cactain ., S§. Chiles, of Atlanta, and Co-Filct
J., 8. Whitted, of Hapeville, would like to know, 2ig airclane
manufacturers also are curious, but slightly dubious.

Pilots CThiles and whitted told their thrilling story upon
arriving here Saturday on the Houston=Atlanta-3oston run, Here
is what they say they saw near Atlanta:

A pcigantic plane without winns, tlack zqainst the night
sky, streaking throuch *the hezvene at 5,000 foot altitude with
a fiery comet's tail 25 to 50 feet in length,

[t had a 100afoot fuselage, ano was about four times the
circurference 0f 2 3=-29's, and nai two rows o9fF brilliantly
lighte~” square windows. Creepicst of 2ll, it was a veritahle
“lvirs Outchmnan of tha Skies, Nary a livins scul was seer on
hos .,

Contirupus ikt

The pilots admitted they bad gouose pimples rining pick-a-
hack vn quose 2imples, What's mare, they said one of tkeir 20
DaSSKNGPTS =« L, L. McKelvie, of Columbus, Chio -- was awake and
saw the same thirn,

Reporters nailed fir, McKelvie at Kenrett Sguare, Fa, HOw
about it, they asked him -- hao he seer what the Atlanta Dilots
said he saw?

Wwell, now, s2id Yr, Mckelvie, not exactly, Fe sain he saw
a "contunuous light speed nast" his window,

"Sut," added kr, McKelvie, "1'm nut very well versed in zern-
nzautics and certajinly 1 wasn't looking for any Huck Socer's spnane
S."?i;J."

(The rest of this most unsatisfactory local interview with
the witresses is given over to wuseless commentary by various
persons: fGenerel (eorge M, Kenney, at Santa Monica, Calit: “I
wish we had one, , ,"; ailliam M, All (7), nresident of 3oeirg
Cord, in Seattle: "Sure it isn't one of our planes"; ar” state-
merts from the Air force in Washington, the weatner nureau at
Yontoomery, and officers at Maxwell ¥Fielc, alatama, Norne of them
vary usafiyl,) '

T8/L06C
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Columbus (Chio) Dispatch, Sunday, July 25, 1948
CoLUM3US maN TELLS OF SEZTINC BRILLIANT FLASH

"I saw a brilliant flash of cherry red fire streak across
the sky, , ,but I saw no shape or form,"

That was the report of Clarence L, McKelvie, 85 Mamiltor
Fark, a passanger cn the Fastern Airlines plane which =n-
ctountered what its pilots descrited as a "strance aircraft.,*”

Mr, McKelvie, assistant managing editor cof the #merican
fducational)l (Educationer®s?--sorry, my notes were abbreviated--T3)
Press, had been in Guatamala and was returning to the states,
Reached by telephone Saturday at Kennett Square, Pa,, where he
is visiting his mother, he saiod he was puzzled by the experience,

"we left New Crleans friday niqght," he said, "and were not
Guite to Atlanta at the time. 1t was a brilliant moonlit night,
with some scattered clouds, | was not sleeping, but was watching
the hrilliance of the night, 1 was cn the right side 0f th=
nlane, and suridenly saw this strange, eerie streak outside my
window, It was vary inmtense, , .nat like lichtning or anything
1 had eyer sean,

“T could discarn nothing in the way of a defirite shape or
Form, 20t T was so starvtled that 1T could not o2t my eyes adjus-
ter bt it hefore it was gore,

"The pilot hyzzed for the steward and askzd rim i€ anyone
Rad Beesn zyake, Tolo that ! was, the pilot came back and askedn
me what 1 saw antd entered it on his leg.

"He told me what he and the co-cilot saw are while I do net
“row Pow much validity to give it, I do knowx it was a strange
thing, ard they were in much bhetter position and had a2 baetter
anad Jorger opportunity to observe it, They ware much concerned
about i%,'

Same source, under lenqthy z2nd detail UF datelire, gives

(Sa
account ©f *tre Fastern snirline report,)

T3/L0C
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From Herald-Tribune, Sunday, July 25, 1948
Flame Shooting Wingless Plane Reported }et in Alabamm Skies

Atlanta, July 24 (AP)-- Two Bastern Air Lines pilots said they met a two-deck
plane early today southwest of Montgomery, Ala. They said the strange ship, shooting
red flames and with a blue glow underneath the fuselage, passed the E.A.L. ship at
5,000 feet headed toward New Orleans. The pilots said the stranger looked like a
"Buck Fogers' rocket ship." o

The two pilots - Captain C.S. Childs (sic) and Co-pilot J.3. Whitted - were
flying the Houston-to-Atlanta-to-3oston run. They left Houston, Tex., at 8:30 o'
8lock last night. They sighted the strange craft at 2:45 o'clock this morning 20
miles southwest of lMontzomery. ;

After reaching Atlanta at 5:49 a.nn. they told of their strange experiences.
Captain Childs said they first sighted the object up ahead when nearing “‘ontgomery.

"It was in line almost with our flight," he said. "We veered off to the left
and this object turned to its left. Iihen it came nearer to us, within better sight,
its fuselaze appeared to be about 100 feet in length and about four times the circ-
unference of a B-28 (sic) fuselage.

"It had two rows of windows, an upper and a lower. Out of the rear of the ship
red flames were shooting 25 to 50 feet. The ship appeared to be doing between
and 700 miles an hour, heading toward llew Orleans.

"Woen it got alongside af us it pulled up with a tremendous burst of eazad flame
out of the rear. The flames were so bright thev blinded us for a second. Then the
ship disappeared into the broken clouds. The moon was shining interuittently and the
ship could be seen for a few seconds and would then be obscurred. It seemed to have
an upper and a lower deck and was fully lighted inside. We saw no occupants."

Of the twenty passengers, Captain Childs said only one was awake and saw the other
shipy/




Faghington (D.C.) Timos-Rerald, Mondey, July 25, 1948 =~ p. 3
TWO PILOTS IN3IST 'SKY MONSTIR' 19 MAN-KADE CRAFT

Atlanta, Os., July 25 (UP) — (Recap of the Chiles end Khitted
eighting 7/24 near Montgomery, Alebama--sce elsewhsre for this--T3),

e o osBoth Whitted and Chiles said they talked toc another Eastern
Alrlines crew, which reportedly saw "streaks of light® like the one
reported by paseenger FcXelvie.

Whitted said the other crowmsa were ahoard a flight eouthbemnd
from Washington when thoy saw the streeke at a greater distance, be-
tweon 3lacketone, Virginia end Raleigh, Jorth Carolina.

They chacked the time, he (Whitted) sald, and ths other orew
gaw the etreake at 2:40 m.m. (Bastern Tinme??). Chiles and Whitted
saw tlsir moneter at 2145 a.m. (Zastern or Centralt?)

(Rote by T31 Thess two pilots mdy dbe Capt. lou Feldvary and
co-pilot A. J. Egger, as mention,in the N.Y. Herald-Tribune, 7/26;
however, there wae a second Zastern Airlines plane in the vicinity
of ¥ashington, D.0e, who aleo sew something, dbut the pilote do not
geem to have been identified by name in any published accounts 1've
come across so far.)

T3 /10C
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Augusta (0a.) Qhryniele. Nenday, July 26, 1948 - )p, 2:
NYSTRRIOUS 'PLAME' REPORTED SIGETED IN NORTH AUGUBTA

Pirvet report ia the Auguste area of eaysne baving seen some~
\hiug resembdling the “wingloss mystery plane’ ssme last night frea
Eorth Augusta.

Nre. J. HJ Keel, an elderly resident of %10 Oryetal Lake dr.,
North Augusta, teld her meighders thyee days age (7/23) adeut eeetng
@ edd-shaped airplane whieh appeared e have s dewdle fuselege, one
on top of the ether, with fire sheoting out of the rear,

One of the neighders ocalled The Ohroniele last aight commenting
that be had given Mrs. Keel's story little thought wmiil reeding Swm-
day morning's paper (deseribimg the Chiles & Whitted report of 7/24).

Nre, Keesl was reported last night 1o be visiting in Henetta aad
vas not available for cemmemt.
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Atlanta Constitution, Monday, July 26, 1348 Seen July 24, ca. 3 am

Hunters Abet Story of Wingless Craft

A flame-shooting, wingless mystery alrcraft reported seen by
two Eastern AirLinef pilots Saturday morning was linked yesterday
with s strange sight observed 1n the sky about the same time by two
Atlantans who were fox-hunting near Convington.

J. V. Morris, of 1092 Wyley Street, S.E., sald he and a friend,
Iindsay Fall, of 1309 Metropolitan Avenue, S.&., were fox-hunting
around Snapping Shoals on the Yellow River about 3 a.m. Saturday when
they saw "an unusually bright l1ight -- as br*:ht as a room," which
arpeared to be speeding westward, Morris seid 1t was gone in a few
seconds,

The time coinclded with the hour the Eastern Alr Line pllots
reported seeinz the '"Buck Rogers-like" craft. They reported seeing
1t at 2:45 a.m.

(*rom same {tem) Seen around mi-idnight(est.), July 22-2;

Tnd!snapolis -- An Indtanapolis housewife reported that she and
her son and daughter saw a similar flame-spurting aircraft Thursday
nizht (July 22-23) more than 2L hours before it was seen by the two
L.A. L. pilots, She descrited 1t as a ball of flilre which shot twe
Jets of flame downward at regular Internvals, She satd she watched 't
for Laree minutes.




Tell Of Sky lonster ‘Fron I.Y. Herald fribune, llonday, July 26, 1948)

Atlanta, July 25 (UP)-- Two Eastern Air Lines pilots who reported seeing a huge
flame shooting s’y wmonster nea: ont-orery, Ala., yesterda;, maintained that what they
saw was a "man-uade gadcet." Cantain . S. Chiles of Atlanta, and co-pilot John
Whitted, of Hapeville, Ca., said the saw the huge chip, a wingless affair four times
circurference o a 3-29 fusela~e, durin- an Z.A.L. fli~ht fro= llcuston, Texas, early
yesterday.

In 'ew York, CZaptain Lou Celdvary, pilot of ancther Z.A.L, plane, said he and Lis
co-pilot, 4. J. Zgrer, hal seen wnat arpearsd to be a rocket trail going ver; fast
along the horizon in a southwesterl; direction. <Captain Feldvary said visibility was
excellent. He said HaAaNA his co-rilot was a ilavy veleran and a roclzet expert but
had never seen arything similar to tze trail.

Pilot A’ter Pictures o "Space Snip" (Frow San Tranciasco Curonicle, .onday, July 25)

Atlanta, July 25 (UP)-- {(Tchash of sizhtinz details; Chiles to carry cazera in
future, etc. =tc.)

e.. w0 other Z.A.L. crews rerortadly saw "streaks of 1li-t ike the one rezcited
byr Fassenrer !c¥elvie 3Saturday ornins, bul seid nothing ; e Dour flyers didnh
exnect anyone to bn2lieve then e wag aear Zlaclistone, G 1@ other south of
¥ashington . 3., end & streal re ortedlr racssed thel ab o ernzi listance,

a3y S & = 0 & ;
headin~- in 42 gcama sou 2Raen et ne
Ry < Z .25
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Atlanta Constitution, Tuesday, July 27, 1948

Mysterious 'Ball of Fire' Trailing Tall of Flame Sighted Over Atlanta

A mysterious "ball of fire" trailing a short tall of flame was
reported seen in two (or psewmedy three--TRB) appearances over Atlanta
last nizht (July 26). Poss1b |y

The strange apparition, observed by 15 different persons in dif-
ferent sections of the city, was seen first shortly before 8 p.m.,
(at about 9 p.m.,) and again at 9:45 p.m.

And at the same time (which time?), an unidentified flame-1like
object was sighted over Augusta by numerous residents of that city,
includinz newsmen,

In Virginia, two E.A.L. pilots (not Chiles & Whitted) and C.A.A.
radio station operators at Lynchbarg, Pulaskl and Roanoke reported
what they described as a falling meteor, seen in the southern skies
about 9:45 p.m. last nizht. Dozens of telephone calls were received
by the C.A.A. and radio and newspapers about the object, described as
a brizht blue 1light.

Meanwhile, observers in Atlanta reported seeing the flying "blob
of 1l'ght” moving across the sky near the horizon. The 1liiht mass
apparently was traveling in a zeneral west-to-east direction.

Nic one could distinguish any definite form to the "fireball,"
Most witnesses described it as a small mass of 1lizht w!thout shape,

An attendant at the Allanta Naval Air Station reported he saw
the apparition twice. He said he first saw it about 9 p.m, near
Stone Mountain. The operator, who asked that his name not be used,
said he thought "1t was a falling star" until it started climbing and
banked sharply to turn away from the City.

He sald the "bluish streak of 1lizht" was traveling very fast
and very high. He added 1t di4d not look like any jet plane he has
seen in night flight. He satd he saw the same bluish 1light about
1S minutes later.

At the same time (probably 9:45 p.m.) , Miss Zetty Strickland,
of 130 Pecan Jrive, Lakewood Helghts, reported seeing a "bilg lisht
bulb with a tall of red fire" outside her window. »

"I was brushin% my hair," she sald, when the stranze 1lizht passe
over the tree tops.

"Tt didn't seem to be very far away,' she added.

Mr. % Mrs. Bo Carroll, of Doraville, reported seeing a "big HE
ball of fire with a red ta’l" as they were driving toward their home.
(Probably at 9:45, same as Striclland sizhting--TRB). Carroll said
the fireball appeared out of the northwest and, moving close to the
horizon, travelled more than 30 degrees across the sky. He sa!d the
1litht disappeared behind the horizon.

Close by, at Chamblee, Harold Shaw and five others reported
seeing what Shaw described as a "green light with a short tail. I
don't %now how far away 1t was nor how large 1t was, but 1t moved

across tne sxy rapidly," he sald. Tt was absolutely silent. The f1ive
other observers were ghaw's w:fe, Mrs. Robert Sebring, Mrs, Jeanne Hi
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Atlanta Constitution, Tuesday, Ju y 27, 1948 (continued)

And in the downtown section, Mr, & Mrs, Richard P. Sellers,
driving south on Sprinz Street, near the business district, reported
seeing a "reddish-white ball of fire about the size of a cantaloupe
with a tail on I't. Mrs., Sellers sald the 1ight appeared from the
west and moved across the sky at low level., It would disappear behind
a large building, then reappear seconds later. She saild it was moving
pretty fast.

Forecasters at the Weather Bureau sald they had received several
calls, but reported seeinz nothing. The U.S. Weather Bureau in Augusta
was flooded wlth calls.

About a dozen persons called the Augusta Chronicle to report
seeling the object there -- described as a streak »f light, a ball of
fire, and a rocket ship. Clty Editor John Battle looked out of the
window and spotted the object himself, showing i1t to other members of
the staff.

(Note by TRB: There was have actually been only two appearances,
since the 8 o'clock & 9 o'clock report may actually refer only to the
report of observer at the Naval Air Station; one or the other of
these two alternatives may be a typo, or a difference in Standard
time and Daylight time. Perhaps the Station operated on Davlight
time, while the town 1tself was un<er Standard time, or vice versa.)

Atlanta Constitution, Wednesday, duly 28, 1948

Strange Things Ride Clty's Alrways

Welrd visltors were in the air over Atlanta azain last night.
NDozens of Atlantans described to the Constitution the "objects" they
saw. One caller described a "jet dirigible” which hunz over the south-
ern section of the city. A burning plane which failed to fall was seen
by another. Planes tralling long blue flames were seen by others,
"Balls of fire" were present., A 12-year-old saw a flame in the sky
that "looked like a man riding a horse."

One explanation, which most callers disputed, was Lakewood
Park's giant searchlight. The flash of the glant 1izht on the clouds
turned them into weird shapes. But only the "ball of fire" editor
seemed to hold to this theory.

"No, that's not 1t," saild the excited young lady who called.
"T know a burning airplane when T see one and it's up there rilght
now -- burning, but not falling."
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It was 2:45 early one July %(;ﬁ\ing in
1948. An Eastern Airlines DC-3 piloted
by Capt. Clarence Shipe Chiles and co-
piloted hy John B. Whitted, was tooling
along at 5,000 feet about 20 miles south-
west of Montgomery, Ala,, en route from
Houston to New York.

The moon was bright and there were
scattered light clouds. Thunderstorms
had been reported en route and Chiles
and Whitted were watching faint flashes
of lightning way up ahead.

“We had our eyes focused on the point
from which the thing came,” Chiles told

Louis Blackburn, of the Houston Press. |

“From the right and slightly above us
came a bright glow and the long rocket-
like ship took form in the distance.

“‘It's a jet job,' I said to Whitted.

“Then it grew larger and pulled up |

alongside. 1t appeared to he about 180
feet long with a huge fuselage three
times as large as that of a B-29.

“‘It’s too big for a jet, but what the
devil is it?’ said Whitted.

“There were two rows of windows and
it appeared definitely to be a two-decker.

| The lights from the side were a ghastly
white. like the glow of a gas light—the |

whitest we'd ever seen.

“There was a long shaft on the ship's
nose that looked like it mipht have been
part of radar controls. The ship acted
that way too, for just atter it pulled
alongsuie us 1t whipped quickly upward
Ao very sharp anglel”

Both eraft veered to their respective
ieft  The myvstery ship passed about 700
feet to the right and above the airliner.
“Then, as if the puot had seen us and
wanted to avoid ux, it pulled up with a
tremietidous burst of Hame from the rear
and zoomed into the clouds, ats prop
wash or jet wash rocking our DC-3."

The wingless craft vive the impression
of having a pilot’s cabin at the [ront of a
cigar-shaped fusclage. The cabin was
brightly lighted but the fuselage itself
approximated the brilliance of a mag-
nesium flare.

“We saw no occupants,” Chiles said.
“From the side of the craft came an in-
tense, fairly dark blue glow that ran the
entire length of the fuselage, like a blue
fluorescent factory light. The exhaust
was a red-orange flame. with a lighter
color predominant around the outer
edges.”

Both Chiles and Whitted agreed that
the exhaust flame extended 30 to 50 feet
behind the object and became deeper in
intensity as the craft pulled up into a
cloud. They estimated its speed as being
about !4 faster than ordinary jets—that
is, 700 to 900 m.p.h.

Immediately after the ship disappeared,
Chiles turned the controls over to Whit-
ted and rushed into the cabin to find out
if any passengers had seen the object.
He found all the passengers asleep ex-
cept C. L. McKelvie of Columbus, O.

“I remembered saying to myself ‘That’s

instruments.

the queerest Iig.inning I've ever seen,’
and I pressed closer to the window to see
it,” McKelvie said. “I was amazed at the
brilliance of the flash of light.”

McKelvie realized it was not lightning
when the “light” flashed past, in an un-
broken line to disappear in a cloud. "It
was much redder in color than light-
ning,” McKelvie said. He did not. how-
ever, sce any form of a ship.

The light from the object was so bril-
liant, indeed. that it caused “lightning
blindness” to both pilots. Thev had to
turn up their cockpit lights to rcad the

CAPT. C. S. CHILES

The strange object
seen by Eastern Air-
lines’ Capt. Chiles
is the only one re-
ported by airline pi-
fots that had the tra-
ditional rocket shape
and appeared to
have jet exhaust.

T
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